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UPDATES TO THIS BOOK

While every effort is made to keep this
book up-to-date, program requirements
are subject to change. For complete
information regarding specific
programs, contact the organization
responsible for administering that
individual program.

REQUESTING ADDITIONAL
COPIES OF THIS PUBLICATION

Send your request to
opportunities@ecmc.org or order online
at www.ecmc.org/opportunities.
Include the desired quantity of books
in English and/or Spanish, your
complete mailing address, your name,
and your phone number. An online
version of this publication is available
at www.ecmc.org.

AVAILABILITY IN SPANISH

To order Spanish copies and/or
download a PDF, visit
www.ecmc.org/opportunities.

Para ordenar copias Espafiol y/o
descargar un PDF, visite
www.ecmc.org/opportunities.

Oregon Opportunities

is a resource guide

to help students

and families prepare

for postsecondary
education opportunities
in Oregon and learn

about financial aid
resources administered
by the Oregon Student
Access Commission. It
supplements the main
Opportunities guide and
workbook.




High school
requirements

Credits needed for
graduation

NEW DIPLOMA REQUIREMENTS FOR
FUTURE GRADUATES

The state Board of Education adopted
new graduation requirements that

are being phased in between 2010
and 2014. Oregon students will earn

a diploma by completing at least 24
required credits. Additional credits may
be required depending upon your local
school district. Required credits will
increase in English, math, and science,
and students must demonstrate
proficiency in essential skills. The new
requirements will make sure every
graduate is prepared for work, college,
and citizenship when they leave high
school.

Credit for proficiency

Students can earn credits by
successfully demonstrating knowledge
and skills defined by standards that
meet or exceed defined levels of
performance.

Essential Skills

The Essential Skills are 21st century
skills needed for success in college,
the workplace, and civic life. Oregon
students are required to demonstrate
proficiency in certain Essential Skills as

HIGH SCHOOL REQUIREMENTS

part of the requirement to earn a high
school diploma. These requirements
are different depending on the year

in which students are first enrolled in
ninth grade. (See Essential Skills chart
on right.)

The state Board of Education has
approved three assessment options
for students to demonstrate Essential
Skills proficiency: OAKS state test, work
samples using official scoring guides,
or other approved standardized tests
(e.g., SAT, PLAN, ACT, PSAT, Work Keys,
Compass, ASSET).

Essential Skills to be phased in over
subsequent years

- Listen actively and speak clearly and
coherently

« Think critically and analytically

- Use technology to learn, live, and
work

- Demonstrate civic and community
engagement

- Demonstrate global literacy

- Demonstrate personal management
and teamwork skills

Personalized learning

These requirements personalize the
diploma for each student and help
prepare them for their post-high school
goals.

- Education plan and profile: Students
develop an education plan and profile
to guide their learning and document
academic achievement and progress
toward their personal, career, and
post-high school goals.

- Career-related learning experiences:
Students take part in experiences
that connect classroom learning with
real-life experiences in the workplace,
community, and/or school relevant to
their education plan.

- Extended application: Students apply
and extend their knowledge in new
and complex situations related to
the student’s personal and career
interests and post-high school goals
through critical thinking, problem

ESSENTIAL SKILL

2008-2009

(most will graduate

in 2011-2012)

(most will graduate

solving, or inquiry in real-world
contexts.

- Career-related learning standards
(CRLS): Students demonstrate
personal management,
communication, problem solving,
teamwork, employment foundations,
and career development.

For general information about the
Oregon Diploma, visit
www.getreadyoregon.org.

SCHOOLYEAR FIRST ENROLLED IN NINTH GRADE

2010-2011
(most will graduate
in 2013-2014)

2009-2010

in 2012-2013)

Reading X X X
Writing X X
Math X
AREA OF STUDY GRADUATING GRADUATING LATER
CLASS OF 2012 CLASS OF 2013 GRADUATING
CLASSES
English/language arts 4 4 4
Mathematics 3 3 3
(algebra I and above)
Science 3
(scientific inquiry and  (scientific inquiry and
lab experiences)* lab experiences)*
Social sciences 3 3 3
Physical education 1 1 1
Health 1 1 1
Career and technical ed, 3 3 3
the arts, or second language
Electives 6 6 6
Total credits 24 24 24

*Applied and integrated courses aligned to standards can meet credit requirements. Lab experiences can
take place outside of the school in field-based experiences.



Oregon college
transfer options

Community college
degrees and transfer
requirements

Oregon colleges offer a very wide
variety of education options that lead
to certificates, associate degrees,
bachelor’s degrees, and graduate/
professional degrees.

Community colleges typically offer
associate degrees that can be
completed in two years. They also
offer certification programs, non-
credit classes, and specialized training
programs that are often created in
partnership with local industries.

Another community college option is to
complete one or two years of study at a
community college and then transfer to
a four-year university. To ensure a good
transfer plan, it is important to talk with
your academic advisor at your current
college, the four-year college you hope
to enter, and the academic department
to which you are transferring. The

table to the right provides additional
information about transfer programs.

Transfer policies for independent
colleges and universities in Oregon

may vary. You should contact the
independent college you are interested
in attending for more information about
its requirements.

ASSOCIATE OF ARTS/OREGON
TRANSFER DEGREE (AAOT)

All of Oregon’s 17 community colleges
offer the AAOT degree. Students must
complete 9o credits.

DEGREE PARTNERSHIP PROGRAMS
Oregon University System colleges work

with community colleges to offer flexible

academic options to students. These
are commonly referred to as “degree
partnership,” “dual enrollment,” or
“co-admission” programs. Students

in these programs can be formally
enrolled at both a community college
and a public university at the same
time. For more information, visit
www.ous.edu/dualenrollment.html.

ASSOCIATE OF SCIENCE/OREGON
TRANSFER DEGREE IN BUSINESS
(AsoT-BUS)

The ASOT-BUS degree is not currently
offered at all community colleges

in Oregon. You should contact the
community college you plan to attend
to determine if they offer this program.
A minimum of 9o credits is required

to earn this degree. At least 62-65 of

those credits must meet a set of general

guidelines and another 20 credits must
be earned based on business-specific
requirements.

OREGON COLLEGE TRANSFER OPTIONS 3

OREGON TRANSFER MODULE (OTM)

The OTM is an approved subset of
general education courses that is
transferable among Oregon’s colleges
and universities. Courses are selected
from an approved list of general
education requirements, determined
by each Oregon community college,
Oregon University System institution,
or participating Oregon independent
college or university. The OTM is
designed to improve student access
to a college degree by enhancing
opportunities for the transfer of credits
earned at one community college or
Oregon University System campus to
another public college or university.

community college or institution in the
Oregon University System. At the time
of transfer, the receiving institution may
specify additional coursework for a
major or a degree and for any additional
institution-specific general education
requirements not included in the OTM.

OTHER TYPES OF TRANSFERS

You may transfer college credits
between most colleges, and have some
or all credits earned at one college
apply toward degree requirements at
another. However, each college has its
own specific requirements about the
kind and number of credits that can be
accepted for transfer. Be sure to talk
with a college counselor about transfer
requirements before you start the
transfer process.

Any student who completes OTM
requirements that conform to the
guidelines below will have met the
requirements for the OTM at any Oregon

PUBLIC UNIVERSITIES MINIMUM MINIMUM SECOND MORE
TRANSFER TRANSFER LANGUAGE TRANSFER
GPA CREDITS REQUIREMENT REQUIREMENTS’

Eastern Oregon University 2.25 30 Yes Yes
Oregon Institute of 2.25¢ 36 Yes Yes
Technology

Oregon State University? 2.25 36 Yes Yes®
Portland State University 2.253 30 Yes Yes
Southern Oregon University 2.254 36 Yes Yes
University of Oregon? 2.25° 36 Yes Yes
Western Oregon University 2.00 24 Yes Yes

10IT: 2.00 if student possesses an associate or bachelor’s degree at the time of transfer. > OSU/UO: For
admissions requirements to OSU and UO programs at OSU-Cascades, please visit www.OSUcascades.edu.
3 PSU: 2.00 if the student possesses a transferable associate or bachelor’s degree or an OTM. “4SOU: 2.00 if
the student possesses an AAOT degree from an Oregon community college or an associate degree from an
approved exchange partner. 5 UO: 2.25 for Oregon residents; 2.50 for nonresidents. © OSU: Requires the
Insight Resume. 7 Contact campus for additional transfer requirements.



4 COLLEGE PROFILER

College proﬂ ler There are many factors important in choosing a college. How you fit in academically
and the Cost of Attendance are important considerations. The charts in this section
provide some of the information you need to compare colleges on these factors.

Public universities TEST SCORES—STUDENTS ADMITTED IN 2009-2010 ACADEMIC YEAR! ESTIMATED 2011-2012
COST OF ATTENDANCE?

Test scores are provided to show you how your scores compare to those of

students admitted to selected Oregon colleges. Some students were admitted with lower
scores, while other students were admitted with higher scores. Keep in mind that test
scores are not the only criteria used to determine whether you are admitted.

SAT SAT ACT ACT Cost before financial aid
25th percentile 75th percentile 25th percentile 75th percentile Cost figures are estimated and
your actual costs could vary.
Eastern Oregon University 830 1060 17 22 $19,619
Oregon Health & Science University Not applicable Not applicable Not applicable Not applicable $35,118
Oregon Institute of Technology 910 1150 19 27 $19,915
Oregon State University 960 1210 20 26 $21,469
Portland State University 930 1170 Not available Not available $23,238
Southern Oregon University 890 1140 Not available Not available $20,199
University of Oregon 990 1230 21 27 $21,752
Western Oregon University 860 1080 Not available Not available $20,343

1 Test scores are from the Integrated Postsecondary Education Data System as reported by each college. SAT scores are a combination of the critical reading and math scores. ACT scores are composite scores. ? Costs are shown
for full-time students and include tuition, mandatory fees, and average room and board. The costs shown above are averages. They do not include non-mandatory fees or special program-specific fees and do not include all
components of your Cost of Attendance (COA). Costs include tuition and fees at 15 credits per term, based on the OUS 2011-2012 Academic Year Fee Book.

Community colleges

Blue Mountain CC $15,354 Columbia Gorge CC $12,573 Portland CC $15,681
Central Oregon CC $16,044 Klamath CC $14,466 Rogue CC $16,551
Chemeketa CC $17,820 Lane CC $15,628 Southwestern Oregon CC $15,569
Clackamas CC $16,290 Linn-Benton CC $14,895 Treasure Valley CC $15,120
Clatsop CC $16,338 Mt. Hood CC $16,323 Umpgqua CC $14,976

2011-2012 Cost of Attendance (COA) is estimated for full-time students (based on 15 credits either quarter or semester) and includes tuition and fees, estimated living expenses, books and supplies, transportation, and personal
expenses. Actual budgets may vary, depending on each student’s program of study, dependency status, and housing arrangements. This COA information does not include loan fees.
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TEST SCORES—STUDENTS ADMITTED IN 2009-2010 ACADEMIC YEAR!
Test scores are provided to show you how your scores compare to those of
students admitted to selected Oregon colleges. Some students were admitted with lower
scores, while other students were admitted with higher scores. Keep in mind that test
scores are not the only criteria used to determine whether you are admitted.

SAT SAT ACT ACT
25th percentile 75th percentile 25th percentile 75th percentile

ESTIMATED 2011-2012
COST OF ATTENDANCE?

Private colleges

Cost before financial aid
Cost figures are estimated and
your actual costs could vary.

Birthingway College of Midwifery Not applicable Not applicable Not applicable Not applicable $31,515
Concordia University Not available Not available Not available Not available $36,500
Corban University 995 1240 20 26 $38,286
George Fox University 970 1220 21 26 $41,430
Lewis & Clark College 1220 1390 27 30 $51,458
Linfield College 970 1200 21 27 $43,466
Marylhurst University Not applicable Not applicable Not applicable Not applicable $33,465
Mount Angel Seminary Test scores not required $29,196
Multnomah University 990 1200 19 27 See website
New Hope Christian College Test scores not required See website
Northwest Christian University 900 1110 20 28 $34,240
Oregon College of Art and Craft Test scores not required $37,284
Pacific NW College of Art Test scores not required $41,780
Pacific University 1010 1220 21 27 $45,410
Reed College 1280 1470 29 33 $55,850
University of Portland 1080 1290 Not available Not available $47380
University of Western States Not applicable Not applicable Not applicable Not applicable See website
Warner Pacific College 880 1080 13 21 $29,264
Willamette University 1120 1320 25 30 $49,282

1 Test scores are from the Integrated Postsecondary Education Data System as reported by each college. SAT scores are a combination of the critical reading and math scores. ACT scores are composite scores. > Costs are shown

for full-time students and include tuition, mandatory fees, and average room and board. The costs shown above do not include all components of your Cost of Attendance (COA).



Oregon
financial aid

The Oregon financial aid
opportunities included in
this section supplement
the federal financial aid
programs on pages 18-20
of the main Opportunities
book.

Grants and scholarships

GRANTS

The Oregon Student Access
Commission (OSAC) administers the
Oregon Opportunity Grant (00G)
and more than 400 privately funded
scholarship programs. For 2011-2012,
approximately $46 million will be
available for 00G awards. OSAC public
and private scholarships offer more
than $18 million. 0SAC’s website—
www.OregonStudentAid.gov—

has links to many other important
scholarship and financial aid sites.

OREGON FINANCIAL AID

Oregon Opportunity Grant

The O0G is the state’s primary need-
based form of student assistance.
Awards for 2011-2012 are expected
to be up to $1,950 for students at
participating Oregon four-year public
and private nonprofit colleges, and
up to $1,800 for students at Oregon
community colleges. Grant eligibility
includes students from families with
incomes of up to $70,000.

The application process for the 00G
program is the Free Application for
Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) (see the
“How to Apply” section to the right for
more information). OSAC determines
student eligibility, and awards are
disbursed to students via their campus
financial aid awards.

How to apply for 2012-2013

- Complete the Free Application for
Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) by
February 1. The FAFSA is the doorway
to all federal financial aid, including
loans, grants, and work-study
opportunities. A completed FAFSA is
all that is required to be considered
for the OOG. The FAFSA should
include a list of Oregon colleges
where the student may attend. OSAC
will determine eligibility for the 00G
based on the information provided
on the FAFSA and will notify students
of their award amounts. Most OSAC
scholarship programs also require the
FAFSA.

Oregon financial assistance and
domestic partnerships

When determining eligibility for
state-funded student financial aid
programs, Oregon recognizes domestic
partnerships (same-sex couples that
have filed an official Declaration of
Domestic Partnership with a county
clerk in Oregon). A student who is a
child of registered domestic partners
will be considered the same as a
student with married parents, including
financial and residency requirements.
Likewise, a student in a registered
domestic partnership will be considered
the same as a married student.

Visit www.OregonStudentAid.gov to
learn about eligibility requirements and
the Domestic Partnership Reporting
Form.

Residency and Oregon tribes

For information about residency
requirements and residence
classification of members of

Oregon tribes, including out-of-state
tribal affiliations, visit
www.OregonStudentAid.gov.

PRIVATELY FUNDED SCHOLARSHIPS

OSAC partners with private donors,
employers, foundations, and
organizations throughout the state to
administer more than 400 scholarships
that students can apply for with one
common online application.

How to apply

- Go to www.OregonStudentAid.gov.
Students must apply online. The
2012-2013 Oregon Student Access
Commission Scholarship Guide,
containing more than 400 scholarship
opportunities, is available online
at www.OregonStudentAid.gov.
Copies of the scholarship guide are
also available at Oregon high schools,
college financial aid offices, public
libraries, and state employment
offices.

- Complete the OSAC Scholarship
Application online. To create a
login for your Student Profile
and application, visit
www.OregonStudentAid.gov.
Before you begin the online
application, find scholarships for
which you qualify by using the
online scholarship catalog search
filters. A number of filters are
available, including: high school
name, type of student, county of
residence, academic and career
interests, employer/membership
organizations, and enrollment
status. While in your OSAC
Scholarship Application, you can
also use the same search filters and
select scholarships to add to your
application.


http://www.oregonstudentaid.gov/

- Correct transcripts and other
required documents must be
submitted with the online OSAC
Scholarship Application. Graduating
high school seniors can submit a
request to their school registrar

to have their seventh semester
transcript or equivalent (including

fall coursework of senior year)
transmitted electronically to OSAC
using IDTS or a secure Web portal.
Students may also scan and upload
the transcript directly to the OSAC
Scholarship Application. Instructions
for transcript and document
submission options are in the OSAC
Scholarship Guide and online. Current
college students should carefully
review instructions in the online
application to ensure that you are
sending in the correct transcripts

for your year in college and for all
colleges attended. All applicants must
complete the required activities chart
and the four personal statements that
are included in the application. Before
clicking the “submit” button of your
application, make sure to print a copy
and carefully review your application,
activities chart, and personal
statement answers. After submitting
your application, regularly check your
Student Profile for messages or until
you see “Valid application accepted.”

- Submit a complete application

packet by the Thursday, March 1,
2012 absolute deadline. However, if
you submit your complete application
packet by the “early bird” priority
deadline—Thursday, February 16,
2012—you will receive an early
review of your application with an
opportunity to submit corrections

if errors are found. Error-free
applications will be entered into

a drawing for a $500 scholarship.
Check your Student Profile for the
status of your application and/or a
deadline date to submit corrections
to your application. Log back into
your Student Profile to see additional
application instructions, accept or
decline awards, or update personal
information.

- Apply every year you are in school.

Visit the OSAC Student Profile at
www.OregonStudentAid.gov

and update the previous year's
information, activities, and essays.
OSAC retains your application,
making it easy to reapply each year.

OREGON FINANCIAL AID

THE FORD FAMILY FOUNDATION

Oregon’s single largest private
scholarship provider is The Ford

Family Foundation, based in Roseburg,
Oregon, with a scholarship office

in Eugene. Offering several unique,
renewable scholarships for residents of
Oregon and Siskiyou County, California,
the Foundation will select up to 255
new recipients and award over $10
million this year to college students.
Successful applications demonstrate
the candidate’s understanding of

the values of working hard, taking
responsibility, giving back, and helping
others.

Except for the Ford Sons and Daughters
Program, applicants must file a Free
Application for Federal Student Aid
(FAFSA) and meet Expected Family
Contribution (EFC) requirements. For
details, visit www.tfff.org.

Scholarship programs offered by the
Foundation include:

- The Ford Scholars Program
For graduating high school seniors
or high school graduates who have
not yet enrolled full time in college,
or individuals who have completed
two years at a community college
and will enter a four-year college as
a juniorin the fall. Applicants must
plan to pursue a bachelor’s degree
at an eligible college. Recipients
must enroll in a full-time, on-campus
program in the fall.

- The Ford Opportunity Program
For single parents who are heads

of household with custody of
dependents and who are without

the support of a domestic partner.
Applicants can be at any stage in their
undergraduate education and must
plan to pursue a bachelor’s degree

at an eligible college. Recipients

must enroll in a full-time, on-campus
program in the fall.

- The Ford ReStart Program
For students who are 25 years
of age or older and beginning or
returning to a full-time, on-campus,
postsecondary education in a
certificate or degree program at an
eligible college. Strong preference is
given to applicants with limited or no
recent college experience.

- The Scholarship Program for Sons
and Daughters of Employees of
Roseburg Forest Products Co.

For dependents of employees of
Roseburg Forest Products Co. who are
21 years of age or younger; applicants
may attend any eligible U.S. college.
Recipients must enrollin a full-time,
on-campus program in the fall and
may also apply for the Ford Scholars
Program, if eligible.

Additional requirements apply to
each program. Students with existing
bachelor’s degrees are not eligible
for Ford Family scholarships. Apply
through the OSAC Application.

For more information, visit
www.tfff.org, or contact The Ford
Family Foundation Scholarship

Office toll free at 877.864.2872 or
fordscholarships@tfff.org.



OREGON FINANCIAL AID

Undergraduate students

SAMPLE OSAC PROGRAMS (For a complete listing, go to www.OregonStudentAid.gov.)

Program

Participating colleges

Residency requirement

Eligibility

Award amount

Application contact

Oregon Opportunity Grant

Nonprofit college or university
in Oregon

Oregon residents only

« Financial need
« Complete FAFSA

- Award amounts vary by
school

- Awards are prorated for
half-time attendance

College financial aid office

The Ford Scholars Program Oregon residents must Oregon resident or resident of - Financial need + Awards 9o percent of OSAC
attend an accredited public Siskiyou County, California - See application for unmet financial need
or private nonprofit Oregon additional eligibility
college or university requirements
Oregon GEAR UP Any Title IV-eligible college in  Oregon residents only « Must have actively - Varies OSAC
the U.S. participated in GEAR UP - Automatically renewable
activities
Chafee Education and Any Title IV-eligible college in  Foster care with Oregon’s - Complete FAFSA and - Upto $3,000 per academic ~ OSAC
Training Grant the U.S. DHS child welfare or one of separate Chafee application year
nine Tribes in Oregon + Must currently be in foster
care or have been for at
least 180 days after 14th
birthday
OSF Community College Oregon community colleges Oregon residents only - Attend community college -+ $2,000 OSAC

only

+ Apply—compete for one
additional year

Oregon Barber and
Hairdresser Grant Program

Participating and accredited
Oregon cosmetology colleges

Oregon residents only

« Complete FAFSA

- $600 to $1,200
- One-time award

College financial aid office

Harold Alfred Wyatt Oregon and selected colleges  Graduating seniors of Baker - Students with mid-range - $3,000 to $3,500 OSAC
in Washington and Idaho County high schools GPAs + One-time award
Joseph E. Weston Public Oregon colleges only Oregon residents only - Graduating seniors of 22 - $2,000 OSAC

Foundation

Oregon high schools

- One-time award



EXAMPLES OF SPECIALIZED AND DEGREE-ORIENTED AWARDS

OREGON FINANCIAL AID

Program Participating colleges Residency requirement Eligibility Award amount Application contact
William and Ruth Roy Portland State or Oregon Oregon residents only + Major in engineering « $2,000 to $5,000 OSAC
State University with preference for - Apply/compete annually
nontraditional or first-
generation college student
Women Helping Women Oregon public and nonprofit Graduates (including GED - Students with significant - Varies OSAC
colleges only recipients and homeschooled financial need, community -+ Apply/compete annually
graduates) of Clackamas, service, ability to overcome
Multnomah, or Washington obstacles
County high schools
Jackson Foundation Oregon colleges Oregon residents only - Majorin journalism (or - $2,000 OSAC
Journalism Scholarship emphasis) - Apply/compete annually
Laurence R. Foster Memorial ~ Any four-year postsecondary ~ Oregon residents only - Public health (e.g., medical -+ $1,000 to $6,000 OSAC
college in the U.S. technology, physician « Apply/compete annually
assistant)
Mike and Betty Pongracz All Oregon public colleges Marion or Polk County - Major in education + $2,500 to $3,500 0OSAC
and Lewis & Clark, Linfield, residents + Must enroll at least half - Apply/compete annually
Pacific, and Willamette time
universities
Royden M. Bodley Oregon colleges High school graduates - Major in forestry, wildlife, or ~ + $2,500 to $5,000 OSAC

Application deadlines for the programs listed will vary, and the eligibility requirements listed are not all-inclusive. Please contact your college’s financial aid office or the agency listed in the application contact column for

related field

- Eagle rank Boy Scouts of

America Cascade Pacific
Council

additional information. All need-based financial aid programs listed require, at a minimum, the completion of the FAFSA.

« Apply/compete annually
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Graduate students

SAMPLE OSAC PROGRAMS (For a complete listing, go to www.OregonStudentAid.gov.)

Program Award amount

Participating colleges

Residency requirement Eligibility Application contact

Jeannette E. Mowery Oregon Health and Science Oregon residents only « Major in law, medicine, or - $500 to $1,000 OSAC
University or Oregon law dentistry - Apply/compete annually
schools
OSF Graduate Oregon colleges Oregon residents only « Major in education, social - $2,000 OSAC
work, public service, « Apply annually
environmental, or health-
related field
Harry S. Chandler Any nonprofit accredited law ~ Oregon residents only « Majorin law - $3,000 OSAC
schoolin the U.S. - Apply/compete annually
Gayle and Harvey Rubin U.S. colleges Oregon residents only « Majorin law or medicine - $500 to $1,000 OSAC
- Apply/compete annually
Franz Stenzel, M.D., and Any postsecondary college in  Oregon residents only - Nontraditional students - $5,000 OSAC
Kathryn Stenzel Il the U.S. - First-generation college - Automatic renewal if
students renewal criteria met
- Students approaching final
year of their program
« GPA: 2.50+
Oregon Library Association U.S. colleges; ALA-accredited  Oregon residents only - Preference: OLA - Apply/compete annually OSAC
MLS or comparable membership

Priority: Currently working
in or on leave of absence
entering final year in MLS,
entering second year or
accepted for enrollment in
MLS program



Oregon 529 College
Savings Network

The Oregon 529 College Savings
Network offers tax-advantaged
college savings plans that are
specifically designed to provide
families with a flexible, tax-efficient
way to save for higher education
expenses. All plans offered by the
Network are administered by the state
of Oregon through the Office of the
State Treasurer, and are governed by
Section 529 of the Internal Revenue
Code. For more information about the
Oregon 529 College Savings Network,
visit www.oregons2gnetwork.com.

BENEFITS OF A 529 COLLEGE SAVINGS

PLAN

Tax-advantaged savings

- Contributions are deductible up to
an annual limit. The deduction limit
is indexed annually for inflation.

For 2011, the state tax deduction

is $4,240 for taxpayers who file a
joint return and $2,120 for all other
filers. Until April 15 of each year,
contributions qualify for the previous
year's state tax deduction.

- Any earnings grow free of federal and
Oregon state tax.

- You don’t pay federal or Oregon state
taxes on qualified withdrawals.

- In addition, Oregon law provides a
four-year “carry forward” state tax
deduction. For example, if you file a
joint return and contribute $20,000
today, you can take a $4,000
deduction this year and for each of
the following four years.

Control

Because the Plan account is in your
name, you retain control over when and
how your savings are used. In addition,
you can select and change beneficiaries
to another family member of the current
beneficiary, as defined in Internal
Revenue Code Section 529, at any time,
without penalty. (There may be gift or
generation-skipping tax consequences
depending on who the new beneficiary
is.) You can also name a successor
account owner or transfer ownership to
another person.

OREGON FINANCIAL AID

Flexibility

Use your savings to pay for higher
education expenses almost anywhere
inthe U.S., including vocational
schools, two- and four-year colleges,
and graduate schools.

High investment maximumes,

low minimums

You can invest up to $310,000 for
future higher education expenses

per beneficiary. Accounts can also be
opened with a low initial contribution
of only $25. The Plan also allows you to
make regularly scheduled contributions
through an automatic contribution plan
or payroll deduction.

Easy eligibility

Any U.S. resident who is at least 18
years old, regardless of income or state
residency, can open an account.

11
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Resources

Oregon college directory

The following pages include contact
information for most Oregon colleges.
If you want general information about
a particular college, you can go to their
website to discover what the college
offers in majors, financial aid, and
campus life/activities, or where to write
to request more information.

Many colleges
have a financial aid
priority filing date.
Submit your FAFSA

and other required
information by this
date to maximize your
opportunity to receive
financial aid.

RESOURCES

Contact the admissions office for
information on campus tours or to
request an admissions application or
information packet. The financial aid
office can give you information on the
college’s financial aid procedures and
available college scholarships as well as
let you know the status of your financial
aid applications.

Deadlines are important!

Many of the colleges on the following
pages have deadlines for submitting
admissions applications. Check with the
college to make sure you know what
information you need to submit by the
deadline to maximize your chances for
admission.

Where available, the college’s financial
aid priority filing date is listed in the
directory. It is a good idea to double-
check these dates on the colleges’
websites since they are subject to
change. If you miss this deadline,

it doesn’t mean you will not be
considered for financial aid. However,
meeting this deadline will maximize
your opportunity to receive aid from the
college.

PUBLIC UNIVERSITIES

Eastern Oregon University
One University Boulevard

La Grande, OR 97850-2899
Admissions: 541.962.3393
Financial Aid: 541.962.3550
www.eou.edu

Federal school code: 003193

Oregon Health & Science University
3181 SW Sam Jackson Park Road
Portland, OR 97239-3098
Admissions: 503.494.8311

Financial Aid: 503.494.7800
www.ohsu.edu

Federal school code: 004883

Oregon Institute of Technology
3201 Campus Drive

Klamath Falls, OR 97601-8801
Admissions: 541.885.1150
Financial Aid: 541.885.1280
www.oit.edu

Federal school code: 003211

Oregon State University

104 Kerr Administration Building
Corvallis, OR 97331-2106
Admissions: 541.737.4411
Financial Aid: 541.737.2241
www.oregonstate.edu

Federal school code: 003210

Portland State University
724 SW Harrison Street

PO Box 751

Portland, OR 97207-0751
Admissions: 503.725.3511
Financial Aid: 503.725.3461
www.pdx.edu

Federal school code: 003216

Southern Oregon University
1250 Siskiyou Boulevard
Ashland, OR 97520
Admissions: 541.552.6411
Financial Aid: 541.552.6600
www.sou.edu

Federal school code: 003219

University of Oregon

1217 University of Oregon
Eugene, OR 97403-1217
Admissions: 541.346.3201
Financial Aid: 541.346.3221
www.uoregon.edu

Federal school code: 003223

Western Oregon University
345 North Monmouth Avenue
Monmouth, OR 97361-1394
Admissions: 877.877.1593
Financial Aid: 877.877.1593
www.wou.edu

Federal school code: 003209

COMMUNITY COLLEGES

Blue Mountain Community College
2411 NW Carden Avenue

PO Box 100

Pendleton, OR 97801-1000
Admissions: 541.278.5759

Financial Aid: 541.278.5790
www.bluecc.edu

Federal school code: 003186

Central Oregon Community College
2600 NW College Way

Bend, OR 97701-5998

Admissions: 541.383.7500

Financial Aid: 541.383.7260
www.cocc.edu

Federal school code: 003188
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Chemeketa Community College
4000 Lancaster Drive NE

PO Box 14007

Salem, OR 97309-7070
Admissions: 503.399.5006
Financial Aid: 503.399.5018
www.chemeketa.edu

Federal school code: 003218

Clackamas Community College
19600 Molalla Avenue

Oregon City, OR 97045
Admissions: 503.594.6100
Financial Aid: 503.594.6082
www.clackamas.edu

Federal school code: 004878

Clatsop Community College
1653 Jerome Avenue

Astoria, OR 97103-3698
Admissions: 503.338.2411
Financial Aid: 503.338.2322
www.clatsopcc.edu

Federal school code: 003189

Columbia Gorge Community College
400 E Scenic Drive

The Dalles, OR 97058-3434
Admissions: 541.506.6011

Financial Aid: 541.506.6021
WWW.CZCC.CC.Or.US

Federal school code: 041519

Klamath Community College
7390 South Sixth Street
Klamath Falls, OR 97603-7121
Admissions: 541.880.2201
Financial Aid: 541.882.3521
www.klamathcc.edu

Federal school code: 034283

Lane Community College
4000 East 30th Avenue
Eugene, OR 97405-0640
Admissions: 541.463.3100
Financial Aid: 541.463.5205
www.lanecc.edu

Federal school code: 003196

Linn-Benton Community College
6500 Pacific Boulevard SW
Albany, OR 97321-3799
Admissions: 541.917.4204
Financial Aid: 541.917.4850
www.linnbenton.edu

Federal school code: 006938

Mt. Hood Community College
26000 SE Stark Street
Gresham, OR 97030-3300
Admissions: 503.491.7393
Financial Aid: 503.491.7262
www.mhcc.edu

Federal school code: 003204

Oregon Coast Community College
400 SE College Way

Newport, OR 97366

Admissions: 541.867.8525

Financial Aid: 541.867.8503
WWW.0CCC.CC.0T.US

Federal school code: 003218

Portland Community College
12000 SW 49th Avenue

PO Box 19000

Portland, OR 97280-0990
Admissions: 541.977.8888
Financial Aid: 503.977.4934
www.pcc.edu

Federal school code: 003213

Rogue Community College
Redwood Campus

3345 Redwood Highway
Grants Pass, OR 97527-9298
Admissions: 541.956.7260
Financial Aid: 541.956.7501
www.roguecc.edu

Federal school code: 010071

Southwestern Oregon Community
College

1988 Newmark Avenue

Coos Bay, OR 97420-2971
Admissions: 541.888.7636

Financial Aid: 541.888.7337
www.socc.edu

Federal school code: 003220

Tillamook Bay Community College
4301 Third Street

Tillamook, OR 97141

Admissions: 503.842.8222

Financial Aid: 503.842.8222
www.tbcc.cc.or.us

Federal school code: 003213

Treasure Valley Community College
650 College Boulevard

Ontario, OR 97914-3498

Admissions: 541.881.8822

Financial Aid: 541.881.8822, Ext. 286
www.tvee.ce

Federal school code: 003221

Umpgqua Community College
1140 College Road

PO Box 967

Roseburg, OR 97470
Admissions: 541.440.7743
Financial Aid: 541.440.4602
www.umpgqua.edu

Federal school code: 003222

PRIVATE COLLEGES

Art Institute of Portland
1122 NW Davis Street
Portland, OR 97209-2911
Admissions: 503.228.6528
Financial Aid: 503.382.4784
www.aipd.aii.edu

Federal school code: 007819

Birthingway College of Midwifery
12113 SE Foster Road

Portland, OR 97266

Admissions: 503.760.3131

Financial Aid: 503.760.3131
www.birthingway.edu

Federal school code: 036683

Concordia University

2811 NE Holman Street
Portland, OR 97211
Admissions: 503.280.8501
Financial Aid: 503.280.8514
www.cu-portland.edu
Federal school code: 003191

Corban University

5000 Deer Park Drive, SE
Salem, OR 97301
Admissions: 800.845.3005
Financial Aid: 503.375.7006
www.corban.edu

Federal school code: 001339

Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University
Portland Campus

PO Box 55608

Portland, OR 97238-5608

Admissions: 503.288.8690

Financial Aid: 866.567.7202
www.erau.edu/portland

Federal school code: 001479
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George Fox University

414 North Meridian Street
Newberg, OR 97132
Admissions: 503.538.8383
Financial Aid: 503.554.2160
www.georgefox.edu

Federal school code: 003194

Gutenberg College
1883 University Street
Eugene, OR 97403
541.683.5141
www.gutenberg.edu
Does not offer Title IV aid

Heald College—Portland Campus
6035 NE 78th Court

Portland, OR 97218

503.229.0492

www.heald.edu

Federal school code: E00885

Lewis & Clark College

0615 SW Palatine Hill Road
Portland, OR 97219
Admissions: 503.768.7040
Financial Aid: 503.768.7090
www.lclark.edu

Federal school code: 003197

Linfield College

900 SE Baker Street
McMinnville, OR 97128-6894
Admissions: 503.883.2213
Financial Aid: 503.883.2225
www.linfield.edu

Federal school code: 003198

RESOURCES

Linfield College/Portland
2255 NW Northup Street
Portland, OR 97210
Admissions: 503.413.8481
Financial Aid: 503.413.6844
www.linfield.edu/portland
Federal school code: Eoo614

Marylhurst University

17600 Pacific Highway (Highway 43)
Marylhurst, OR 97036-0261
Admissions: 503.699.6268
Financial Aid: 503.699.6253
www.marylhurst.edu

Federal school code: 003199

Mount Angel Abbey

One Abbey Drive

St. Benedict, OR 97373
Admissions: 503.845.3951
Financial Aid: 503.845.3951
www.mountangelabbey.org
Federal school code: 003203

Multnomah University
8435 NE Glisan Street
Portland, OR 97220-5898
Admissions: 503.251.6485
Financial Aid: 503.251.5339
www.multnomah.edu
Federal school code: 003206

National College of Natural Medicine
049 SW Porter Street

Portland, OR 97201

Admissions: 503.552.1660

Financial Aid: 503.552.1616
www.ncnm.edu

Federal school code: Bo7624

New Hope Christian College

2155 Bailey Hill Road

Eugene, OR 97405-1159

Admissions: 800.322.2638

Financial Aid: 541.485.1780, Ext. 3106
www.newhope.edu

Federal school code: 015167

Northwest Christian University
828 East 11th Avenue

Eugene, OR 97401-3745
Admissions: 541.684.7201
Financial Aid: 541.684.7203
www.nwcu.edu

Federal school code: 003208

Oregon College of Art and Craft
8245 SW Barnes Road

Portland, OR 97225

Admissions: 503.297.5544
Financial Aid: 503.297.5544
www.ocac.edu

Federal school code: 030073

Oregon College of Oriental Medicine
10525 SE Cherry Blossom Drive
Portland, OR 97216

Admissions: 503.253.3443

Financial Aid: 503.253.3443
www.ocom.edu

Federal school code: Bo7625

Pacific NW College of Art
1241 NW Johnson Street
Portland, OR 97209-3023
Admissions: 503.821.8972
Financial Aid: 503.821.8971
www.pnca.edu

Federal school code: 003207

Pacific University

2043 College Way

Forest Grove, OR 97116
Admissions: 503.352.2218
Financial Aid: 503.352.2222
www.pacificu.edu

Federal school code: 003212

Reed College

3203 SE Woodstock Boulevard
Portland, OR 97202-8199
Admissions: 503.777.7511
Financial Aid: 800.547.4750
www.reed.edu

Federal school code: 003217

University of Portland

5000 N Willamette Boulevard
Portland, OR 97203-5798
Admissions: 503.943.7147
Financial Aid: 503.943.7311
www.up.edu

Federal school code: 003224

University of Western States
2900 NE 132nd Avenue
Portland, OR 97230-3099
Admissions: 800.641.5641
Financial Aid: 503.256.3180
www.uws.edu

Federal school code: 012309

Walla Walla University

School of Nursing

10345 SE Market Street

Portland, OR 97216

Admissions: 503.251.6115, Ext. 7302
Financial Aid: 800.656.2815
www.wallawalla.edu/nursing
Federal school code: 003799


http://www.linfield.edu/portland/
http://www.newhope.edu/

RESOURCES
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Warner Pacific College
2219 SE 68th Avenue
Portland, OR 97215-4099
Admissions: 503.517.1564
Financial Aid: 503.517.1550
www.warnerpacific.edu
Federal school code: 003225

Western Seminary

5511 SE Hawthorne Boulevard
Portland, OR 97215-3399
Admissions: 503.517.1800
Financial Aid: 503.517.1814
www.westernseminary.edu
Federal school code: Go7178

Willamette University

900 State Street

Salem, OR 97301-3930
Admissions: 503.370.6303
Financial Aid: 503.370.6273
www.willamette.edu

Federal school code: 003227

PRIVATE CAREER COLLEGES

Abdill Career College

843 East Main Street, Suite 203
Medford, OR 97504
541.779.8384

www.abdill.com

Federal school code: 037834

Academy of Hair Design, Inc.
305 Court Street NE

Salem, OR 97301
503.585.8122

Federal school code: 010507

Beau Monde College of Hair Design
1221 SW 12th Avenue

Portland, OR 97205-2442
503.226.1427
www.beaumondecollege.com

Federal school code: 015090

Carrington College

2004 Lloyd Center, 3rd Floor

Portland, OR 97232

877.206.2106
www.carrington.edu/cc/schools/Portland

College of Cosmetology, Inc.
357 East Main Street

Klamath Falls, OR 97601-3233
541.882.6644
www.collegeofcos.com
Federal school code: 014006

College of Hair Design Careers
168y Clay Street NE

Salem, OR 97301

503.588.5888
www.collegeofhairdesigncareers.com
Federal school code: 016618

Concorde Career Institute

1425 NE Irving Street, Suite 300
Portland, OR 97232

503.281.4181
www.concorde.edu/campus/portland
Federal school code: 008887

DeVry University

Peterkort Center |l

9755 SW Barnes Road, Suite 150
Portland, OR 97225-6651
503.296.7468

www.devry.edu

Federal school code: 010727

Everest College

425 SW Washington Street
Portland, OR 97204
503.222.3225
www.everest.edu

Federal school code: 009079

ITT Technical Institute
9500 NE Cascades Parkway
Portland, OR 97220
503.255.6500
www.itt-tech.edu

Federal school code: 011852

Le Cordon Bleu College of Culinary Arts
600 SW 10th Avenue, Suite 500

Portland, OR 97205

503.223.2245

www.chefs.edu

Federal school code: 030226

Northwest College of Hair Design

www.nwcollege.edu

Federal school code: 014351

- Aloha Campus
18295 SW TV Highway, Suite A
Aloha, OR 97006
503.649.1388

- Clackamas Campus
8307 SE Monterey Avenue
Clackamas, OR 97086
503.659.2834

- Eugene Campus
1020 Green Acres Road
Eugene, OR 97401
541.344.0397

- Hillsboro Campus
1409 SW Baseline Street
Suite 500, Building E
Hillsboro, OR 97123
503.844.7320

- Tualitin Campus
8345 NW Nyberg Street
Tualitin, OR 97062
503.218.2265

Northwest Nannies Institute
11830 SW Kerr Parkway, Suite 330
Lake Oswego, OR 97035
503.245.5288
Www.nwnanny.com

Federal school code: 017338

Phagans’ Cosmetology Colleges
www.phagans-schools.com
- Phagans’ Beauty College
1565 SW 53rd Street
Corvallis, OR 97333
541.753.6466
Federal school code: 012348
- Phagans’ Central Oregon
Beauty College
1310 NE Cushing Street
Bend, OR 97701
541.382.6171
Federal school code: 012347
- Phagans’ Grants Pass
College of Beauty
304 Agness Avenue, Suite F
Grants Pass, OR 97526
541.479.6678
Federal school code: 031853
- Phagans’ Medford Beauty School
2320 Poplar Drive
Medford, OR 97504
541.772.6155
Federal school code: 010122
- Phagans’ Newport Academy of
Cosmetology Careers
158 East Olive Street
Newport, OR 97365
541.265.9147
Federal school code: 030744
- Phagans’ School of Beauty
622 Lancaster Drive NE
Salem, OR 97301
541.265.3083
Federal school code: 012351

Phagans’ School of Hair Design
11860 SE 82nd Avenue, #k-217
Happy Valley, OR 97086
503.652.2668

www.phagans.com

Federal school code: 012350
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Phagans’ School of Hair Design
1542 NE Weidler Avenue
Portland, OR 97232-1411
503.239.0838

www.phagans.com

Federal school code: 013905

Phagans’ Tigard Beauty School
8820 SW Center Street

Portland, OR 97223-6432
503.639.6107
www.phagansnw.com

Federal school code: 013130

Pioneer Pacific College

www.pioneerpacific.edu

866.772.4636

Federal school code: 023301

- Wilsonville Campus
27501 SW Parkway Avenue
Wilsonville, OR 97070

- Wilsonville Healthcare Institute
27375 SW Parkway Avenue
Wilsonville, OR 97070

- Clackamas Campus
8800 SE Sunnyside Road
Clackamas, OR 97015

- Oregon Culinary Institute Campus
1717 SW Madison Street
Portland, OR 97205

- Eugene/Springfield Campus
3800 Sports Way
Springfield, OR 97477

Roseburg Beauty College
700 SE Stephens Street
Roseburg, OR 97470

541.673.5533
Federal school code: 016669

RESOURCES

Springfield College of Beauty
307 Q Street

Springfield, OR 97477
503.746.4473
www.4zeducation.com

Federal school code: 009581

Sumner College

8909 SW Barbur Boulevard, Suite 100
Portland, OR 97219

503.223.5100
www.sumnercollege.edu

Federal school code: 014581

University of Phoenix

13221 SW 68th Parkway

Tigard, OR 97223-8328

503.403.2900

www.phoenix.edu

Federal school code: 014593

- Clackamas Learning Center
12550 SE 93rd Avenue, Suite 300
Clackamas, OR 97015
503.495.2000

- Hillsboro Learning Center
3600 NW John Olsen Place, Suite 100
Hillsboro, OR 71124
503.495.1900

- Salem Learning Center
670 Hawthorne Avenue SE
Salem, OR 97301
503.364.5695

Valley Medical College

4707 Silverton Road NE
Salem, OR 97305
888.840.6894
www.valleymedicalcollege.com
Federal school code: 036423



In-person help

COLLEGE NIGHT IN OREGON

Don’t miss College Night in Oregon on
Monday, November 14, 2011, featuring:

« FREE pizza and soda

- Information about planning and
paying for college

- $500 scholarships awarded at each
location

Whether you are already planning to
attend college or simply evaluating your
options, you won’t want to miss this
highly informative event!

College Night in Oregon will take place
at several locations in Oregon. For

locations and more information, visit
www.collegenightinor.org.

Find us on Facebook— n
College Night in Oregon

Follow us on Twitter—
CollegeNightOR E

COLLEGE GOAL OREGON

This national program will hold its sixth
annual event in Oregon in January
2012. The program sponsors a free
workshop to help Oregon high school
students and their families learn about
paying for college. Trained volunteers
and financial aid experts are available
to help applicants complete the

Free Application for Federal Student
Aid (FAFSA) and learn about OSAC
scholarship opportunities. More than
20 sites from throughout Oregon will
select from one of four dates to host a
College Goal Oregon workshop:
January 7, January 14, January 21, or
January 28. Details about College Goal
Oregon, workshop dates, times and
locations are available at
www.CollegeGoalOregon.org.

RESOURCES

ASPIRE PROGRAM

The Oregon Student Access
Commission’s ASPIRE Program
provides mentoring and resources to
help students access education and
training beyond high school. Students
at the more than 120 ASPIRE sites in
Oregon have the opportunity to be
assigned a trained volunteer mentor,
called an “ASPIRE Advisor.” ASPIRE
Advisors offer one-on-one mentoring
to assist students with exploring career
options, planning ahead, and finding
the best postsecondary fit and funding
options, including scholarships and
the financial aid process. eASPIRE is
the Web-based version of ASPIRE and
provides one-on-one mentoring to high
school students through eMentoring.
Students and ASPIRE advisors focus

on the same topics as the traditional
ASPIRE program by communicating
through a secure, monitored Web-
based system. To inquire if your school
has an ASPIRE Program, check with

the counseling office or visit ASPIRE at
www.OregonStudentAid.gov/ASPIRE.
aspx.
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Online help

Oregon Student Access Commission:
www.OregonStudentAid.gov

ASPIRE: www.OregonStudentAid.gov/
ASPIRE.aspx

Oregon University System:
www.ous.edu

OUS Fact Book: www.ous.edu/
factreport/factbook/

Oregon 529 College Savings Network:
www.oregons2g9network.com

Career Information System (CIS):
www.oregoncis.uoregon.edu

Oregon GEAR UP: gearup.ous.edu

General information about
Oregon colleges: nces.ed.gov/
collegenavigator/?s=0R

College Night in Oregon:
www.collegenightinor.org

College Goal Oregon:
www.CollegeGoalOregon.org

Resources to help with planning and
paying for college, managing default,
and understanding bankruptcy:
WWW.eCmC.org

The College Place:
www.ecmcfoundation.org/overview/
College_Place.html


http://www.facebook.com/#!/pages/ECMC-College-Night-Oregon/150071958409058
http://www.twitter.com/collegenightOR
http://www.ous.edu/factreport/factbook/
http://www.ous.edu/factreport/factbook/
http://www.oregonstudentaid.gov/aspire.aspx
http://www.ous.edu/factreport/factbook/
http://gearup.ous.edu
http://www.ecmcfoundation.org/overview/College_Place.html
http://www.ecmcfoundation.org/overview/College_Place.html
http://nces.ed.gov/collegenavigator/?s=OR
http://nces.ed.gov/collegenavigator/?s=OR
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Federal financial aid takes
three basic forms—grants,

work-study and loans.
Keep in mind that other
aid may be available from
the state, the college, or
other organizations.

Federal financial aid: Grants

FEDERAL PELL GRANT

To qualify, you must:

- Be a U.S. citizen or eligible noncitizen

- Demonstrate financial need

- Be an undergraduate student enrolled at a
qualifying college

To apply:
Complete the FAFSA as soon after January 1
as possible

Award amount:

- Depends on program funding

- Depends on cost of attendance

- Depends on Expected Family Contribution

- Depends on whether you are enrolled full-
time or part-time

+ The maximum Pell Grant for the
2011-2012 award year is $5,500

Getting the money:

The college will do one of the following:

« Credit your account

- Pay the funds directly to you

- Allocate the funds using a combination
of these two methods

Repayment:
Not required

THE FINANCIAL AID PROCESS

FEDERAL SUPPLEMENTAL EDUCATIONAL

OPPORTUNITY GRANT (FSEOG)

To qualify, you must:

- Be a U.S. citizen or eligible noncitizen

- Demonstrate exceptional financial need

- Be an undergraduate student enrolled at
least half-time at a qualifying college

+ Be arecipient of a Federal Pell Grant

To apply:
Complete the FAFSA as soon after January 1
as possible

Award amount:

+ Depends on the amount of funds the
college has to award, with those meeting
the college’s financial aid priority filing
date receiving preference

+ Depends on whether you are enrolled full-
time or half-time

- Depends on college funding level

- The award is usually between $100 and
$4,000

Getting the money:

The college will do one of the following:

- Credit your account

- Pay the funds directly to you

« Allocate the funds using a combination
of these two methods

Repayment:
Not required

TEACH GRANTS

These grants are designed to encourage
highly qualified teachers to serve in low-
income schools and in high-need fields.
Grants can be as much as $4,000 annually.
Students receiving these grants must agree
to perform at least four years of qualified
teaching service. Failure to complete the
service obligation will cause the grant to be
converted to a Direct unsubsidized Stafford
loan. Not all colleges participate in this
program. Check with your colleges’ financial
aid offices for more information.

Federal financial aid:
Work-study

Federal Work-Study (FWS) provides part-
time jobs for undergraduate and graduate
students with financial need, allowing

them to earn money to help pay education
expenses. When assigning work hours, your
employer or financial aid administrator will
consider your award amount, your class
schedule, and your academic progress. If
you work on campus, you’ll usually work for
your college. If you work off campus, your
employer will usually be a private, nonprofit
organization or a public agency, and the
work performed must be in the public
interest. Your college may also offer its own
work-study program.

To qualify, you must:

- Be a U.S. citizen or eligible noncitizen

- Demonstrate sufficient financial need

- Be an undergraduate or graduate student
enrolled at least half-time at a qualifying
college

To apply:
Complete the FAFSA as soon after January 1
as possible

Award amount:

- Depends on financial need

- Depends on the amount of funds the
college has to award

- Funds are limited—early filers get priority

Getting the money:
You work for an employer at an hourly rate
earning at least the minimum wage

Repayment:
Not required

Federal financial aid:
Loan programs

Many students and families have to borrow
money to pay for college. While there are
several federal student loan programs, the
primary loans used to pay for college are
Federal Perkins loans, Federal Stafford loans,
and Federal PLUS loans.

Federal Perkins loans are made through
participating colleges to undergraduate
students, graduate students, and
professional students who demonstrate the
greatest financial need. The loans come from
government funds with a part contributed by
the college, and are repaid to the college.

Federal Stafford and Federal PLUS loans are
available through your college’s financial aid
office. If you qualify for these loan programs,
your college will let you know the steps you
must take in order to receive a loan.
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If you have to borrow money
to attend college:

Don’t borrow money you don’t need.
Just because you are eligible to borrow a
certain amount, don’t automatically do
so. If you can manage with less, borrow
less.

Think about how much you’ll make
versus how much you borrow. Loans
add up over your college career. Think
about whether your job after graduation
will pay enough to make the payments on
the amount you borrow.

If you borrow unsubsidized loans, try
to make interest payments while you
are still in college. This will significantly
decrease the amount of money you will
have to repay after you graduate.

THE FINANCIAL AID PROCESS

FEDERAL PLUS LOAN

PLUS loans are made to parents

(natural or adoptive) of a dependent
undergraduate student enrolled in college at
least half-time, to graduate students, and to
professional students. Applicants must pass
a credit check to be eligible for a PLUS loan.
If they don’t pass, they might still be able to
receive a loan if they can demonstrate that
extenuating circumstances exist or if they
secure a creditworthy endorser. The yearly
limit on a PLUS loan is equal to the cost of
attendance minus any other financial aid
received. A PLUS loan is an unsubsidized
loan; therefore, the borrower is responsible
for all interest that accrues on the loan.

To qualify, you must:

- Be a natural or adoptive parent of a
dependent undergraduate student who is
enrolled at least half-time at a qualifying
college, be a graduate student, or be a
professional student

« Not have an adverse credit history

To apply:

- Complete the FAFSA as soon after
January 1 as possible

- A Master Promissory Note (MPN) is
required; contact the college you will be
attending for information about signing the
MPN

Award amounts:
« Up to the cost of attendance, minus any
financial aid you are eligible to receive

Getting the money:

Loan proceeds are typically credited to your
student account at the college. Generally,
the proceeds are credited in two or more
disbursements—one near the beginning and
one near the midpoint of the loan period,

or one disbursement near the start of each
academic term.

Repayment:

- The repayment period begins after the
final PLUS loan disbursement; however,
the borrower may qualify for a deferment
of the first payment until six months after
the student is no longer enrolled at least
half-time

« The interest rate for the 2011-2012 award
yearis a fixed 7.9 percent



Scholarships

Scholarships are a form of gift aid—money
given to students that does not have to be
repaid. Scholarships are sometimes also
referred to as grants. Not every student will
receive a scholarship, but it is important that
you make an effort to identify and apply for
scholarships.

TYPES OF SCHOLARSHIPS

Unfortunately, many students do not conduct
a scholarship search. They assume that all
scholarships go to the most academically

or athletically gifted. While these are the
scholarships that you hear about the most,
there are many other scholarships that are
awarded based on other criteria. These can
include scholarships based upon:

« The high school you attended

« The community in which you grew up

- Community service you performed

- The program of study you intend to pursue
« How much financial need you demonstrate

Simply put, there are thousands of
scholarships awarded every year that have
nothing to do with your academic or athletic
performance. However, the scholarship
sponsor is probably not going to come
looking for you. You have to make an effort
to find this free money.

SCHOLARSHIP SPONSORS

Colleges award most scholarships each

year. Be sure to investigate the scholarship
opportunities offered by the colleges that
interest you. The college’s financial aid office
or website should have a list of scholarships
that are available at the college.

Be sure you don’t overlook other scholarship
sponsors. These can include religious and
civic groups, community organizations,
employers, and other corporations,
foundations, and even some individuals.

SCHOLARSHIP SEARCHES

To maximize your chances of receiving
scholarship funds, you should develop a
plan to search and apply for scholarships. A
good place to start your scholarship search
is the Internet.

There are several scholarship search sites

on the Web. You will have to provide some
personal information in order for the
scholarship search engine to be effective,
but be careful! Not all scholarship search
sites are legitimate, and you should first look
for no-fee or low-fee sites. While we are not
endorsing these sites, three of the major
scholarship search sites that have proven
over the years to be legitimate are:

- Fastweb:
www.fastweb.com

« College Board:
www.collegeboard.org

- Scholarships.com:
www.scholarships.com

THE FINANCIAL AID PROCESS

A good scholarship search extends beyond
just searching the Web. You should also
talk with your family, friends, and school
counselor. Your local public library may
contain books or lists of scholarships.
Investigate local employers (including
your own if you have had a job) and

civic organizations to see if they offer
scholarships. Finally, make sure to research
the scholarship opportunities available at
the colleges you are interested in attending.

APPLYING FOR SCHOLARSHIPS

Successful scholarship applicants generally
don’t apply for just one scholarship. They
apply for several, and so should you. Many
scholarships require you to complete a
formal scholarship application. They may
also request additional information such as:

- An essay or personal statement

« Letters of recommendation

+ Examples of work in a specific study area
« SAT/ACT scores

- Transcripts

« Telephone or in-person interview

When completing scholarship applications,
follow all the specific application directions.
Meet all deadlines and make sure you
submit applications that are complete and
error-free.

If you are awarded one or more
scholarships, you will likely receive a letter
of congratulations. You may also have to
provide some additional information at

this time, so be sure to follow up on any
instructions contained in the letter. And
there’s one last thing—make sure to thank
the scholarship sponsor, those who wrote
letters of recommendation, and anyone else
who helped you in your scholarship search.
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RECEIVING A SCHOLARSHIP

If you receive a scholarship, the scholarship
sponsor may send the scholarship funds to
you. However, most scholarships are paid
directly to the college on your behalf.

Keep in mind that most colleges have an
outside scholarship policy to address how
a scholarship might affect the financial aid
package offered. It is possible that receipt
of a scholarship could cause the college to
reduce the other aid you are scheduled to
receive.

Finally, most scholarships that pay for tuition
and fees are not taxable. However, it is
possible that some or all of the scholarship
funds could count as income and could

be taxable. Make sure you seek advice to
determine if any scholarship funds should be
claimed on your tax forms.
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Scholarship scams

Securing money to pay for a college
education can cause a great deal of stress in
a family. Some unscrupulous companies prey
upon the stress the financial aid search can
cause. The Federal Trade Commission (FTC)
warns students and their parents to watch
for these six warning signs of a scholarship
scam. Legitimate services offering federal or
state financial aid information should be free
of charge.

Avoiding student loan scams

It is also important to recognize and
avoid deceptive and questionable
practices involving student loans. To
help, the Federal Trade Commission and
the U.S. Department of Education have
produced “Student Loans: Avoiding
Deceptive Offers.” This guide provides
tips on recognizing deceptive lending
practices and provides information on
how and where to file a complaint.
This guide is available on the Web at
www.ftc.gov/bcp/edu/pubs/
consumer/credit/cre43.pdf.

THE FINANCIAL AID PROCESS

WARNING SIGNS

“The scholarship is guaranteed or your
money back.”

No service can guarantee that it will get you
a grant or scholarship. Refund guarantees
often have impossible conditions attached.
Review a service’s refund policies in writing
before you pay a fee. Typically, fraudulent
scholarship search services require that
applicants show rejection letters from each
of the sponsors on the lists they provide

to request a refund of any fees paid. If a
sponsor no longer exists, if it really does not
provide scholarships, or if it has a rolling
application deadline, letters of rejection are
almost impossible to obtain.

“The scholarship service will do all the
work.”

Unfortunately, nobody else can fill out

the personal information forms, write the
essays, and supply the references that many
scholarships require.

“The scholarship will cost some money.”
Be wary of any charges related to scholarship
information services or individual
scholarship applications, especially in
significant amounts. Some legitimate
scholarship sponsors charge fees to defray
their processing expenses. Before you send
money to apply for a scholarship, investigate
the sponsor. “Free” money shouldn’t cost
you a thing.

“You can’t get this information anywhere
else.”

Scholarship directories are available in any
large bookstore, public library, or high school
counseling office. Additional information

on private scholarship programs, including
scams, can be found at www.finaid.org.

“You are a ‘finalist’ in a contest you
never entered, or you have been selected
by a ‘national foundation’ to receive a
scholarship.”

Most legitimate scholarship programs

never seek particular applicants. Most
scholarship sponsors only will contact you in
response to an inquiry. If you think there is

a real possibility that you might have been
selected to receive a scholarship, investigate
before you send money to be sure the
sponsor or program is legitimate.

“The scholarship service needs your
credit card or checking account numberin
advance.”

Never provide your credit card or checking
account number on the telephone to the
representative of an organization that you
do not know. A legitimate need-based
scholarship will not ask for your checking
account number. Get information in writing
first. An unscrupulous operation does not
need your signature on a check. It schemes
to set up situations that allow it to drain

a victim’s account with unauthorized
withdrawals.


www.ftc.gov/bcp/edu/pubs/consumer/credit/cre43.pdf

TIPS TO REMEMBER

In addition to the FTC's six signs, the
following are some other points to keep
in mind when considering a scholarship
program:

Fraudulent scholarship operations often
use official-sounding names containing
words, such as federal, national,
administration, division, federation, and
foundation.

Their names are often a slight variant of the
name of a legitimate government or private
organization. Do not be fooled by a name
that seems reputable or official, an official-
looking seal, or a Washington, D.C. address.

If you win a scholarship, you will receive
written official notification by mail, not by
telephone.

If the sponsor calls to inform you, they will
follow up with a letter in the mail. If a request
for money is made by phone, the operation
is probably fraudulent.

Beware of telephone numbers with a goo
area code.

These might charge you a fee of several
dollars a minute for a call that could be a
long recording and provides only a list of
addresses or names.

A dishonest operation might put pressure
on an applicant by saying that awards are
on a first-come, first-served basis.

Some scholarship programs give preference
to the earlier qualified applications.
However, if you are told (especially on the
telephone) that you must respond quickly
but you will not hear about the results for
several months, there might be a problem.

Be wary of endorsements.

Fraudulent operations claim endorsements
by groups with names similar to well-known
private or government organizations. The
Better Business Bureau and government
agencies do not endorse businesses.

Be careful of “free” seminars offered by
financial aid “consultants.”

Sometimes these consultants offer good tips
on preparing for college, but often they are
trying to get you to sign up for a long-term
contract for services you don’t need. Often
these “consultants” are trying to sell you
other financial products, such as annuities,
life insurance, or other financial services that
have little to do with college financial aid.
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Your rights and responsibilities

YOUR RIGHTS

You have a right to receive the following
information from your college:

- What financial aid is available, including
information about federal, state, and
college programs

- Deadlines for applying for each kind
of aid

« The cost of attendance and the refund
policies if you withdraw

- Criteria used to select aid recipients

« How your financial need is determined,
including how student expenses are
calculated in your budget

- What resources are considered in
determining your need, such as parent
contribution, other financial aid and
benefits, assets, and so on

« How much of your financial need has been
met

- What aid resources make up your financial
aid package

- What part of the aid is a loan and must be
repaid and what part is grant aid

- The interest rate on your student loan,
the total amount that must be repaid,
the procedures for paying back the loan,
how long you have to repay, and when
repayment begins

« Procedures for appealing a financial
aid decision if you think you have been
treated unfairly or if your aid package is
inadequate

- How the college determines whether or
not you are making Satisfactory Academic
Progress and what happens if you are not
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YOUR RESPONSIBILITIES
You have a responsibility to:

« Review and consider all information about
a college’s program before you enroll

- Complete your application for student
financial aid accurately and submit it to the
right place on time (errors can delay your
getting aid and intentional misreporting of
information is a violation of law subject to
penalties under the U.S. Criminal Code)

- Return all additional documentation,
verification, corrections, and/or new
information requested either by the
financial aid administrator or the agency to
which you submitted your application

- Read and understand all forms that you are
asked to sign, keep copies of them, and
accept responsibility for all agreements
you sign

- Notify the lender/servicer of your loans
about any changes in your name, address,
or school status

- Satisfactorily perform the work associated
with aid in the form of student employment

+ Know and comply with the deadlines for
applying and reapplying for aid

« Know and comply with your college’s
refund policies and procedures
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The final decision

Your financial aid award letters
have arrived. Now is the time to
carefully consider your options
and select the types of aid and
school that are the best fit for
you. This section will help you
choose the right school, guide
you through the final steps in
receiving your financial aid, and
help you financially prepare
yourself for college.

THE FINAL DECISION
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Checklist: Senior year

APRIL

O Review your award letters.
You should receive financial aid award
letters from the colleges that have
accepted you for admission. Review them
with your parents or a trusted advisor.
Be sure you understand the terms and
conditions for each type of aid.

O Weigh your options and make your
decision.
Using the worksheet on page 26,compare
and weigh your options.

O Notify the colleges of your final
decision.
Each college that accepted you for
enrollment needs to know whether you
plan to accept or decline its offer. Follow
the colleges’ instructions to let them
know your final decision.

MAY

O Send a deposit to your college of
choice.
Many colleges require that you send
a deposit to reserve your place and
formalize your college acceptance. You
may submit a deposit to only one college.
The exception to this is if you are put
on a wait list by a college and are later
admitted to that college.

O Send inyour financial aid forms.
Sign your financial aid award letter and
any other items requiring your signature
and return them. If you have questions,
schedule an appointment with a financial
aid officer. If you have decided to accept
a loan, understand all your rights and
responsibilities before you and/or your
parents sign.

O Update the college on your financial
aid situation.
Notify the financial aid office of any
outside scholarships, grants, or other
kinds of student aid from private sources
that you have received since you
submitted your aid application.

O Send letters of decline to financial aid
offices.
If you have received financial aid award
letters from colleges whose offers you
have decided to decline, notify the
financial aid office in writing because
other students will need the aid you
declined.

O Arrange for housing and meals at the
college you will attend.
If necessary, arrange for housing and a
meal plan for the fall.

JUNE

O Send your final transcript.
Your college will need confirmation of
your graduation.

SUMMER

O Work and save.
Make a plan for saving a portion of your
summer earnings.

O Make a budget.
Prepare a budget for your freshman year
in college.

O Attend orientation at your new college.

Make plans to attend required summer
orientation sessions at the college.

Understanding your award letter

Once you have been accepted for enrollment
at any college and have applied for financial
aid by completing the Free Application for
Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) and any other
financial aid forms required by the college,
you and your family will receive a financial
aid award letter. This letter will detail the
amount of financial support the college is
able to provide for the upcoming year. You
might receive the award letter along with
your notice of acceptance. Some colleges
make the award letters available online.
Check with your colleges to see how they
distribute the award letters.

READ THE FINE PRINT

« Read your award letter carefully to ensure
you understand all terms and conditions so
you can decide if you want to accept any,
or all, of the aid offered.

- Look for instructions for your next steps.
You might need to complete additional
paperwork (e.g., loan applications).

- Determine if grants or scholarships are
available for more than one year. If so,
what are the applicable conditions?

+ When comparing financial aid awards,
consider your final out-of-pocket cost.

An award containing loans may have a
higher ultimate out-of-pocket cost than
an equivalent award that contains mostly
grants.

KEEP YOUR COLLEGE AWARE OF

CHANGING SITUATIONS

Has your family situation changed since
you filed the FAFSA? Has a parent become
unemployed or ill? Have you been awarded
additional private scholarships? You must
report any changes to the college. Even
name and address changes must be
reported. Any of these changes can affect
your award.



MEET DEADLINES

The clock is ticking! Once you’ve chosen
your college, you might need to inform
the college, in writing, about how much of
the award you plan to accept. If you don’t
respond by the date indicated, your award

WHAT YOU MIGHT SEE ON AN AWARD LETTER

The award letter provides a summary of the
financial aid the college is offering to you.
The most common sources of aid include the
following (the numbers correspond to the
numbers in the sample award letter):

THE FINAL DECISION

SAMPLE UNIVERSITY

Office of Financial Aid
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could be in jeopardy.
Jeop / H i Notification of Financial Aid Award academiqicart
Scholarships (do not have to be repaid) (1) 2011-2012

Any scholarships you informed the college D e ariaron:

Resident Dependent Single
about as well as those the college has to Identification Number:

WHAT IF IT’S NOT ENOUGH?

. . - . Jason D. Sample 000-11-2222
If after reading the award let’Fer you believe offer will be included on the award letter. 123 Main Street Award Date:
that the award and your family savings are Collegetown, USA 232321111 April 15, 2011

not enough to cover all of your expenses,
don’t panic! There are other options for
getting the money you need to attend the
college of your choice.

« Research other sources for private
scholarships. It might not be too late to
apply. See if there is a national association
affiliated with your major that might offer a
scholarship. Review your college catalog,

Grant aid (does not have to be repaid) (2)

- Federal Pell Grant

- Federal Supplemental Educational
Opportunity Grant

- College grants

- State-sponsored grants

Work-study (3)
On-campus or college-affiliated employment.

Dear Jason,

After careful consideration and review of your financial aid application, the Office of Financial Aid of
Sample University has authorized this offer of financial assistance for the 2011-2012 award period.

To accept this award, you must complete, sign and return the white copy of this form within four (4)
weeks of receipt. This award is subject to cancellation if you do not respond by the specified date.

If you choose to decline any part of the package, please place a check mark in the “Declined” box for

the corresponding part of the package.

Be sure to review the terms and conditions of the award as described in the Sample University Financial

Aid Guide Book. Contact the Office of Financial Aid at 1.800.555.6789 for additional assistance.

contact the head of the department of SLTSeﬁgﬁ)S[enft guarantee a position. It makes DECLINED  AWARD ' ' FALL 2011 SPRING 2012
your major, talk to your school counselor, ’ o Sa:plelic:i";Me"t 52°h°la'5h'p ! :’:gggz :’Zgzzz
or take another look at the free college Loans (must be repaid) (1) E :d::l . r;"t 53000 530,00
sch‘olarshlp search services available . Federal subsidized Stafford loan o ctate Award 2 $900.00 $900.00
onlmg. . . - Federal unsubsidized Stafford loan o Federal Work-Study 3 $1,000.00 $1,000.00
’ Con5|de,r any potential benefits from your « Federal PLUS loan o Federal Subsidized Stafford Loan / $1,750.00 $1,750.00
parents .places, ,Of employment. LQOk - Federal Perkins loan o Urban League Scholarship 1 $500.00 $500.00
beyond just .tumon.and scholarships. . State loan programs o TOTAL $11,080.00 $11,080.00
Programs might exist to lower the cost of . Private loan programs
Computers, inSUranCe, or travel. FAMILY RESOURCES SUMMARY
- See if your college offers a payment plan Parent’s Contribution $1,840.00 Total Estimated Budget $25,000.00
that allows tuition expenses to be spread Student’s Contribution $1,000.00 Less Family Contribution $2,840.00
out over the year. Other Resources $0.00 Financial Need $22,160.00
Total Family Contribution $2,840.00 Total Financial Aid $22,160.00

Make sure your college is aware of any
special situations or circumstances that
might affect the college’s award decision.
Is another sibling in college? Has a baby
been born or adopted? Is a parent facing
possible layoff? Do any of your family
members have a chronic medical condition
resulting in unusually high medical
expenses? Make sure your financial aid
office is aware of any unique situations.

Elizabeth Doe, Director

This is a sample award letter, for illustration purposes only.
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Worksheet: Make your decision

After receiving your admissions and financial aid responses, use this chart to compare colleges and decide which one to attend.

College

Pros

Cons

COSTS

Tuition and fees

Room and board

Books and supplies

Transportation

Other expenses

Total costs

Grants and scholarships

Work-study

Loans

Total financial aid

=
<
-
<
O
z
<
P
[

Family contribution

Unmet need*

If you will be taking loans, determine how much your monthly payments will be to repay them. There are several student loan repayment calculators
available online to help you estimate your monthly payment amount, including www.finaid.org.

Loan repayment period

REPAYMENT

Estimated monthly payment

*Costs minus financial aid and family contribution



Glossary

Learn the lingo—familiarize
yourself with the college and
financial aid terms in this
section to better equip yourself
for the admissions and financial
aid processes.

Ability-to-benefit test

A test some colleges use to allow students
who are not high school graduates and do
not have a GED to qualify to receive federal
financial aid.

Academic year

A period of time schools use to measure a
quantity of study. An academic year typically
consists of two semesters, three quarters,

or a defined number of hours of study.

Advanced Placement

A college-equivalent course taken in high
school that allows the student, upon passing
a test, to earn college credit.

Assets

Items of value such as stocks, bonds, savings
and real estate. You are required to report
the value of some types of assets when
completing the FAFSA.

Associate degree

A degree granted by a college after the
satisfactory completion of a two-year,
full-time program of study or its part-time
equivalent.

Bachelor’s or baccalaureate degree

A degree granted by a college after the
satisfactory completion of a four- or five-year,
full-time program of study, or its part-time
equivalent.

Books/supplies

One of the typical components of Cost of
Attendance (COA). Each college includes an
average estimated cost you may incur for
purchasing textbooks and other academic
supplies.

Budget
The total “sticker price” of attending college;
also known as Cost of Attendance (COA).

Capitalization

For unsubsidized loans, the amount of
interest that accrues while you are in
school, a grace period, or in deferment or
forbearance that is added to the principal
balance of your loan.

Consolidation loan
A loan that combines several student loans
into one new loan from a single lender.

Cost of Attendance (COA)

The calculated cost of attending the college,
which includes transportation, room and
board, tuition and fees, and the estimated
cost of books, supplies, and other expenses.
COA is used to determine eligibility for
financial aid.

CSS/Financial Aid PROFILE®

A form some colleges may require you to
complete in addition to the FAFSA to qualify
for financial aid.

Default

Occurs when the borrower fails to make
scheduled loan payments for a period of 270
days or longer.

GLOSSARY

Deferment

When the borrower is allowed to postpone
repayment of a loan for as long as the
borrower meets specific eligibility conditions
specified in the law. For subsidized federal
loans, interest that accrues during periods of
deferment is paid by the federal government.

Dependent student

For federal student aid purposes, any
student who is not an independent student
is considered to be dependent. See the
definition of “independent student” for a list
of qualifying conditions.

Early action

A college admissions process that is similar
to early decision, but is not a binding
commitment to attend the college.

Early decision

Students who apply under early decision
commit to enroll at the college if admitted
and offered a satisfactory financial aid
package. Application deadlines usually are in
November or December with a mid- to late-
December notification date.

Expected Family Contribution (EFC)

The index used to determine how much a
family is expected to contribute toward the
Cost of Attendance. Your EFC is calculated
based upon the information you provided
when filing the FAFSA.

Federal Methodology Need Analysis
Formula

A formula used to calculate your family’s
expected financial contribution for college.
This formula, established by Congress, is
used nationwide for all students. The most
important factors in the formula are: parent
income, assets, and net worth; student
income and assets; and family size.
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Financial aid package

The total amount of financial aid a student
is eligible to receive. It might include grants,
work-study, and loan funds from a variety of
sources, and is assembled by the college’s
financial aid office.

Financial need

The amount by which your family
contribution falls short of covering the cost
of attendance.

Forbearance

The temporary postponement or reduction
of loan payments that is typically granted

at the discretion of the lender/servicer. The
borrower is responsible for paying all interest
that accrues during periods of forbearance.

Free Application for Federal Student Aid
(FAFSA)

A free application that must be completed
by all students and parents who apply for

federal student aid.

Full-time student

An undergraduate student who is enrolled
for at least 12 credit hours per semester

or equivalent. For a graduate student, the
enrollment requirements can vary among
colleges. Does not include audited courses.

Graduate student
A student who is enrolled in a master’s or
doctoral program at a college.

Grant

A type of financial aid usually based on
financial need, which the student does not
have to repay.
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Independent student

A student is considered independent for
federal student aid if the student meets one
of the following criteria: is age 24 or older;

is working toward a master’s or doctoral
degree; is married; has legal dependents
other than a spouse; is an orphan or ward of
the court or in foster care at any time after
age 12; is on active duty or is a veteran of
the U.S. Armed Forces; is an emancipated
minor or in legal guardianship; is an
unaccompanied homeless youth; or is an
unaccompanied self-supporting youth at risk
of homelessness.

Interest

The periodic fee charged to borrow money.
Interest charges are repaid in addition to the
principal of the loan.

Loan
A type of financial aid that must be repaid,
with interest.

Master Promissory Note (MPN)

To borrow under the federal loan programs,
a student or parent must sign this common
form. The MPN allows borrowers to receive
loans for a single academic year, or for
multiple academic years without having to
sign a new note.

Merit-based aid

Financial aid awarded on the basis of grades,

test scores, athletic ability or other talent
regardless of a family’s income or assets.

Need-based aid

Financial aid awarded based on the family’s
ability to pay for college. The FAFSA is
typically used to determine a family’s
eligibility for need-based aid.

GLOSSARY

Part-time student

An undergraduate student who is enrolled
for fewer than 12 credit hours per semester
or equivalent. A graduate student who is
enrolled for fewer hours than the college’s
standard to be considered a full-time
student. Does not include audited courses.

Personal expenses

One of the typical components of Cost of
Attendance (COA). Each college includes an
average estimated cost you may incur for
purchasing personal items such as laundry
detergent, toothpaste, etc.

PIN

A four-digit number that is used in
combination with a student’s Social Security
number, name, and date of birth to identify
someone who has the right to access the
student’s personal information on Federal
Student Aid websites, such as FAFSA on the
Web. Parents of dependent students will also
electronically sign a FAFSA and need their
own PIN.

Principal
The dollar amount borrowed on which
interest is calculated.

Priority filing date

The date established by the college by which
students are encouraged to submit their
FAFSA and have the results forwarded to the
college to increase their chances of being
awarded certain campus-based financial aid.
Financial aid funds are limited for students
who fail to meet their college’s priority filing
date.

Private grant aid

Non-college grant aid, such as scholarships
from community groups and organizations,
that does not require repayment.

Private loans

Education loan programs provided by private
lenders to supplement the student and
parent education loan programs available
from the federal government.

Promissory note

The legal document signed by the borrower
prior to receiving a loan. States a promise

to repay the loan, and lists the conditions

of the loan and terms for repayment. The
Master Promissory Note (MPN) is one type of
promissory note.

Room/board

One of the typical components of Cost of
Attendance (COA). Each college includes the
actual cost it charges if you live on campus,
or an estimated cost you may incur for living
off campus.

Satisfactory Academic Progress (SAP)
The academic standard you must meet
in college to continue to receive federal
financial aid. Each college establishes its
own SAP policy to comply with federal
requirements.

State grant aid

State financial aid, such as grants and
scholarships, that does not have to be
repaid.

Student Aid Report (SAR)

The SAR summarizes the information you
included on the Free Application for Federal
Student Aid (FAFSA). The SAR provides the
Expected Family Contribution (EFC), which
is used to determine whether a student is
eligible for a Federal Pell Grant and other
federal aid.

Title IV school code

The Title IV school code is a six-character
college identifier used for federal student aid
programs. This code may have a two-digit
suffix that identifies a particular division,
campus or branch of the college.

Transportation

One of the typical components of Cost of
Attendance (COA). Each college includes

an average estimated cost you may incur
for transportation to and from school. This
can vary depending upon whether your
permanent residence is in another city/state
orif you are a commuting student.

Tuition/fees

One of the typical components of Cost of
Attendance (COA). This is the actual cost
the college charges students for providing
instructional and other services. Tuition
may be charged per term, per course or per
credit hour.

Undergraduate student

A student who is enrolled in an
undergraduate course of study that usually
does not exceed four years and that typically
leads to a degree or certificate.

Unmet need

The amount of need remaining after
Expected Family Contribution (EFC), grant
aid, and self-help are subtracted from Cost of
Attendance.

Verification

The process colleges use to ensure the
accuracy of the information reported on the
FAFSA. You may be required to provide the
college with a copy of your tax return or other
additional documentation.
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